
Know where you are,  
know where you’re going...
know how you’ll get there.



Family-owned and now into our third generation, we are one 

of Asheville’s oldest, independent wealth advisory firms. 

Henry Colton founded our firm on the principles of precision, 

perseverance and thoroughness. These principles have been 

ingrained into our culture for over six decades and are the 

foundation upon which we serve our clients today.

Colton Groome & Company is a full 
service wealth advisory firm.



The thick white line in the diagram illustrates a path investors commonly encounter 
on their financial journey. We believe that this journey includes three distinct stages, 
each having its own demand: Gain, Protect and Spend. Our investment strategies 
are designed to accumulate, preserve and distribute wealth within the ever-
changing world of opportunities and challenges.

Where are you on your financial journey of life...Gain, Protect, 

Spend? Like a GPS device, “Gain-Protect-Spend” is designed 

to tell you where you are, identify where you want to go, and 

provide a clear route to your destination. 

Most wealth advisory firms start 
with your assets. 

We start with YOU.

YOUR INVESTMENT JOURNEY

GAIN STAGE

Objective: Growing your 
wealth so it can support 
and enhance your most 

important life goals.

PROTECT STAGE

Objective: Guarding 
your wealth against the 
catastrophic losses that 

can derail your plans, and 
jeopardize your financial 

peace of mind.

SPEND STAGE

Objective: Ensuring that 
the wealth you have 

worked so hard to build is 
there for you to meet your 
needs and dreams during 

what may be a lengthy and 
active retirement.



Active Asset Allocation portfolios seek out opportunities within equity and fixed income markets. The example 
below illustrates how the Moderate portfolio has changed during a 3-year period. This flexible approach 
provides the ability to adjust your portfolio to market opportunities and challenges.

Flexibility to adapt

GAIN THROUGH ACTIVE ASSET ALLOCATION

PROTECT THROUGH RISK ASSIST®

As of March 31, 2015

US Equity Large Cap Growth 13%

US Fixed Income 27%

Currency Hedged International 7%

Health Care 3%

US Equity Large Cap Value 21%

US Equity Large Cap Blend 15%

Other 13%

Domestic Financial  3%

As of March 31, 2014

YEAR 1
Q1

Global Equity Large Cap 7%

Industrials Sector Equity  3%

US Equity Large Cap Blend 29%

US Equity Large Cap Value 13%

US Equity Mid Cap 5%

Other 15%

Global Fixed Income 2%

US Fixed Income 26%

Q4Q3Q2Q1 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

As of March 31, 2016

Corporate Bonds 4%

Core Fixed Income 16%

US Fixed Income 9%

US Equity Large Cap Value 25%

US Equity Large Cap Blend 20%

US Equity Large Cap Growth 14%

Foreign Large Stock Blend 7%

World Bonds 7%

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3

Flexible accumulation strategies seeking opportunities in global markets with the goal of providing 

long term wealth appreciation

Simple 
Illustration

Portfolio

Portfolio  
w/Risk Assist

Preservation strategies with a systematic approach designed to eliminate emotionally-driven investing 

decisions when markets are turbulent. This strategy is designed to provide a smoother overall investment 

experience and deliver consistent wealth-building results in both good and bad markets.

When the stock market takes a turn for the 
worse, Risk Assist® responds by gradually 
shifting the portfolio away from investments 
that are more sensitive to downward market 
conditions (like equities) to investments that 
are less sensitive to market corrections (like 
fixed-income). Market conditions are routinely 
measured to determine when it’s necessary 
to make these adjustments. And when it 
is believed the severe risk conditions have 
abated, the portfolio will be gradually shifted 
back to its original growth objective.

Risk mitigation

YEAR 2
Q1

YEAR 3
Q1



If you desire an investment advisory experience that is focused on you and integrates 

your entire financial picture with a team of trusted advisors, look no further.  We listen to 

what keeps you up at night, understand what gives you joy and support you in enhancing 

your life’s work. We know how to collaborate with your other advisors to provide a 

comprehensive plan that serves you and your family.

Contact us to learn more about how these strategies 
can help you reach your financial goals. 

828.252.1816   coltongroome.com

SPEND THROUGH REAL SPEND®

The goal of the Real Spend® distribution strategy 
is to move investment gains from the Investment 
Portion of the account to replenish the Spending 
Reserve needed for withdrawals. It does this 
while attempting to minimize the probability 
of outliving the account relative to any fixed-
proportions strategy, in terms of constant, real, 
inflation-adjusted withdrawals of cash during 
retirement.

Portfolio distribution strategies with allocations designed and managed to support desired 

distributions through exposure to global equity and fixed income markets, while also seeking to 

mitigate unrecoverable losses during periods of market turbulence.

Income longevity

INVESTMENT PORTION

CLIENT ACCOUNT

Investment 
Gains

Real 
Spending

SPENDING RESERVE1
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RISK MITIGATION COMPONENT

The Refill

Retirement
Income

The 3 Major Components

Spending Reserve
A multi-year reserve is set aside for 
distributions

Investment Portion
To fund future distributions

Risk Mitigation Component
To help protect against catastrophic 
market downturn
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Horizon Investments, LLC is a separate entity from ValMark Securities Inc., Valmark Advisers, Inc., and Colton Groome & Company. 

Third Party Money Management offered through ValMark Advisors, Inc., a SEC Registered Investment Advisor.  Securities offered through 
ValMark Securities, Inc.  Member FINRA/SIPC. ValMark Securities, Inc. 130 Springside Drive, Suite 300  Akron, Ohio 44333-2431 (800) 
765-5201.  Colton Groome & Company, Colton Groome Financial Advisors, LLC., Colton Groome Benefits Advisors, LLC., and their 
affiliates are separate entities from ValMark Securities and ValMark Advisers, Inc. Fee-based planning offered through Colton Groome 
Financial Advisors, LLC., a state registered investment advisor.  

Asset allocation cannot eliminate the risk of fluctuating prices and uncertain returns. 

Strategies are subject to risks including general market risk and risks related to economic conditions. Underlying investments fluctuate in price 
and may be sold at a price lower than the purchase price resulting in a loss of principal. The underlying investments are neither FDIC insured 
nor guaranteed by the U.S. Government. There may be economic times where all investments are unfavorable and depreciate in value. Clients 
may lose money.

Risk Assist® is NOT a guarantee. Risk Assist® is a strategy that seeks to limit exposure and mitigate loss by changing investment components. 
There may be times where all investments and strategies are unfavorable and depreciate in value. Risk Assist® is a registered trademark of Hori-
zon Investments, LLC. 

Real Spend® is a strategy that seeks to maintain a spending level based on assumptions that may not be realized. Its success could be negatively 
impacted by actual market conditions, investment performance, and client spending levels. Real Spend® is a registered trademark of Horizon 
Investments, LLC.

1127-B Hendersonville Road, Asheville, North Carolina 28803

828-252-1816  |  www.coltongroome.com

Est. 1950

Trusted Financial strategies
for generations


